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if all nations, and univer- 
Aa eecived into the folemnities of public rorthip. Under the Few74 
_ Gifpenfation, the Holy Spirit of God directed te this expreffion of ho- 
‘mage, as peculiarly becoming the place where his honour dwelleth. The 
of Pfalms, as the name itfelf imports, was adapted to the voice 
fong. And the author of thofe invaluable odes well knew the 
n fs, dignity, and abimation that were here added - the fa- 
fer 


n this delightful vee es is a foe thing to give thanks unto. — 
> and to fing praifes unto thy name, OC. shane Za ‘Mon High. Praife 
-d; for it is good to fing praifes unto oxr God, for it 7s plea- 

fe is vs fle 0 fing unto the Lord anew ong ; fiag unto 
rt! Jig unto the Lord; blels bis name; foew forth 
- Nor hath Chriftianity difpenied with re- 
ring ig coremony,, or an unproititable factrifice. 


mman fs th ther im [pirit and in treth ; but it, 
nelefs, ledfuing-thofe 


ieyertheicl “¢ Fehr ovicdmemeuts that fitly ex- 
ab nrefs and cherith the pious temper. Our bleffed Lord was piea! fed to 
Bae confecrate this act of warts by hisown example, under circumfcn- 
E ee the moft affeting. He concluded the celebration of that fu IPPET, 
au _ which: was te oon iving love, by-an hymn of praife. And 
= hi s nort t ‘the: “obfervance of this’ duty. Let the 
wor a chly ly ia all wifdom : teach ing and ady 20 nz fui ne 
in Dia "tol ms, and fpiri tual fongs ; fiuging with 
g $e 5 unto the Lord 
| Divine Sos oubtedly - language of nature. It origimates 
cen our fare: a por ene ‘Do lofty contemplation, elevated 
“joy, and fervour of affection, give beauty and dignity to lungwzage, and 
ailociate with the charms of porrry, by 2 kindred law which the 
Creator hath eftablished, they pleafingly unite with ftrains of fweet and 


folemn HARMONY. And there are two principal views in which Mufic . ~~ 


will appear to render eminent fervice to the facrifice of praife :-— 

In the 1/ place, it fuitably ‘EXPRESSES the fentiments of Devotion, 
and the fublime delight which religion is fitted to infpire. Joy is the 
| nataral effect of praife, and so the proper accompaniment of joy. 
_ Es any merry, or glad, let him fin > pfalms. And finging, is not only 
te -_ @ general indication of delight, but ¢ 2xpreflive alfo of the prevailing 
aa -— fentiments and paflions of the mind. It can accommodate itielf to 
*e _ the various modifications of /ove and joy, the eilence of a devotional 
Re ‘temper. It hath lofty ftrains for the fublimity of ad: niration, plaintive 
We he. | "accents whieh becomes the tear of penitence and forrow 3 it can adopt 
a "the dosent ar 43 fipplication, or fwell in the bolder notes of thank¢ 


os 
et 


S 


17? Weere, fhall adiniration take her loftieft flight, but to the throne ree 


oh, Jy 


giving and triumph. Yet it hath been Prices remarked, 5 
influence of fong reaches only to the 5 he and pleafing ‘affe< 
and that it hath no expreflion for malignant and tormenting paffi 
The forrow therefore to which it is attuned, fhould be mingle 

hope; the penitence which it exprefles, cheered with the fenfe o 


= 


don; and the mournful fcenes on which it fometimes dwells, i 
ated with the glorious views and confolations of the gofpel. — 
In the 27 place, mufic not only decently exprefles, but po . 
EXCITES and r:MPRpvES the deveut affections. Itis the prerogativ 
this noble art to cheer and invigorate the mind, to ftill the tumultuo 
patiions, to calm the troubled thoughts, and to fix the wandering at- 
tention. And hereby fhe happily compo/es and prepares the heart for 
the exercifes of public worship. But fhe further boafts a wendra 
efficacy in leading to that peculiar temper which becomes the /wbje 

of praife, and is favourable to religiows imprediion. She can ftrik 
mind with foletapity and awe, or melt with tendernefs and me , 


ments a Pan a $ 
And never ig-lier energy fo ee uous : ahd delightful, ai 
crated. to” s. ferwice of, religion, and employed in the eo. 
living Galt: Here the dilplays her nobleft-u-and- her. 
Here alone fhe meets with themes that fill the capacity of imm or: 
mind, and claim its nobleft powers and affections... Wha voice of © - 
fong fo honourable, fo elevating and delightful? To whom fhall the — 
breath a‘cend is meladious accents, if net to Him who firft infpired:, _ 


cf the everlaii ting Jenovah? Or what thall awake our Slory y and kindle 
cur warmiet g-aticude, if not the remembrance of his daily merORer Sy 
end the p-aies’.of redeeming love? -When the anion of ,the heart an 7 ee, 
woice Is thus happily acra: wed}. when fublime fubjeéts of praife are ‘ace 
companied with expreflive hacmony, and the pleafures of genuine | e> 

votion heightened by the charms of finging,. we participate. of t 
moit pure, ra! ‘ional, noble, and exquifite enjoyments that haman na- — 
ture is capa! sass of receiving. ‘Tne foul forgets: her confinement with. 
the body, is elevated beyond the cares and tumults of, this: mortal” 
f:ate, and feems for a while tranfported to the blifsful regions of per- 


ee 


_ fg love and joy. And it is worthy of remark, that the faered writ- 


ings delight to reprefent the heavenly felicity under this image. And. 
though fach language be allowed to be figurative ; ; though eye bath uot.. 
feen,. nov eur neard, neither hath it entered into the heart of ann to €on-.. 
cetve the thtzgs that God hata pr epared for themz that love him; yet our 
moit natural, oar inoit jut conceptions of the happinefs of the heavenly 
world, is that which we have been defcribing, viz. fublime devotion, 
accompanied with rapturous delight. : 

Fut befives the more immediate propriety and ufe of Divine Song 
in the ordinances of religion, its z#d7rect advantages have a claim to. 
our regard. It-is not only in itfelf delightful and profitable, but it — 
gives aulniation. to.the other parts of public worfhip. It relieves the | 
attention, recruits-the exhagfted fpirits, and begets a happy conan aes 


é ea) : / 
- Ape ¥ (a a eee gets Rae wi o= Spee Ba 


| a eal . 
be agreeable as a focial act, and that: 
) employed. Nor is it the leat of its 
afing ideas with divine worfhip, and 
ae when we go into the boufe of the Lord. it isalfoa bond 
n religious focieties, promotes the regular attendance ef theic 
2 d feldom fails ef adding to their numbers. The early 
ot in a remarkable attachment to pfal- 
st have availed themfelves of its im- ~ 
It mutt be confeiled, that where plea~ 
ne fole ieeaAion, the-motive is of an inferior nature. But is 
t a commendable policy to promote regular attendance upon pla- 
; of worhhip, by any means that are not reprehenfible? Will not the 
t beneficial confequences probably enfue? ‘Is there not every reafon 
: hae ee who ey the houfe of God with this’ view 


o | : bey whote only wil 
is the ippy lesadener of Pensa. sas in the houfe-of 
“But alas! how ioe is this part of the ea ascompahied 


prefent time, that “ the warfripin which we foould oft 
A ‘tants of Hz Ave is the worft performe d pon earth? q 
ish enriched the matter of fong, and here-- ~- | 
> remove one caufe of this complaint, but in the 7za- 
emains a mife able defect. Too often does a diferaceful 
; revail tothe utter ne 5 est of ‘this duty. Too often are diflonance 
 fabftituted for the charms of melody and harmony; and 
: finging performed in a way fo carelefsly and indecently, that, as 
writer obferves, © zuftead of elevating Our devotions ¥ the 
divine cf delightful fe fations, ane? our regret, ad touches 
fe: ae 
. But is this ans to canfes that ‘cannot be removed, or doth it not 
Ti nalvrep bla 2 Will not truth oblige us to confefs, that 
‘die fault rafts not in want of natural tate and abilities, nor of fuf- 
ficient leifure, but in grofs careleifnefs and neglect? Moderate atten- 
tion and application we yuld furmount every difficulty, and lead to a 
_ -faitable proficiency in his happy-art. An exercife fo pleafing and at- 
trattive, feems only tow n >See and method. & 
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